 
	Gwynedd Environmental Partnership 
Steering Group Meeting
Tuesday, 29th March 2011, 2.00 pm
Caergylchu, Cibyn
 
 


Present:
Huw Davies


 Antur Waunfawr
Keith O'Brien 


Snowdonia National Park Authority
Frances Voelcker 

Voelcker Architects
Sian Myrddin Gwent 

Gwynedd Council 
Dewi Wyn Jones 

Gwynedd Council
Sioned ap Gareth 

Gwynedd Council
 
 
Apologies:
Tim Owen, Rod Gritten, Gwynedd Watkin, Iona Price, Alun Price
 
	Minute
	Action

	1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
	 

	2. Matters arising from last minutes
The minutes were accepted as correct.
 
3.Declaration of Interest
 
4.Election of Chair and Vice-Chair
Because there was no quorum it was decided to postpone the election of chair and vice chair until the next Steering Group meeting.
 
5.Priorities from the Results of GEP Conference Workshops
DWJ reported that the Carbon Footprint Working Group has asked the partnership to further prioritize the results obtained in the GEP Conference workshops on ‘Reducing the Carbon Footprint in the Community' 1/18/2011.   He emphasized that the working group has identified the need to raise residents' awareness about reducing the carbon footprint. Since PAG has already done much work on the results SMG agreed to select and prioritize the results and to report back to the GEP. It was agreed to circulate a draft of the priorities for members.  It was reported that the working group will report back after their meeting in May with more detailed plans.
 
6.Work Programme Progress 2010-2011
Copies of the Work Programme 2010-2011 were distributed.  The progress in the work was approved by the Steering Group.
 
7.          Work Programme 2011-2012
Copies of the GEP Draft Work Programme for 2011-2012 were distributed. It was explained that GEP would receive a total grant of £ 12,704 rather than £ 15,000 as it did in the previous three years and that this has been reflected in the work programme.
 
8.          Gwynedd Business Awards 2011
SaG reported that she had received a request to sponsor the Green Business Award for £ 500 in the Gwynedd Business Awards competition 2011.  She said the awards are part of the Gwynedd Business Week activities in 2011 and will be held 23 to 27 May 2011. As part of the plan she said it would be an opportunity to distribute promotional material and to communicate with 5,000 businesses throughout Gwynedd.

It was decided not to sponsor the competition for the time being, and that the money could be used for promoting businesses to operate in a sustainable manner. It was agreed to establish a working group to implement the plan and to email PAG members for volunteers and to also invite a representative from PEG.  
 
9.          Reporting back - GEP Youth Conference
SaG reported that the Youth Conference had been successful with 65 attendees from 7 secondary schools - Moelwyn, Botwnnog, Eifionnydd, Berwyn, Brynrefail, Tywyn and Dyffryn Nantlle Schools. The conference focused on how schools can reduce their carbon footprint and included a sustainability show by Rob Wix, a presentation by Russell Jones on growing food, and workshops on energy, sustainable travel and growing food at school. Very good feedback was received by the pupils.  KOB said the comments should be placed on the GEP website for information.  DWJ asked whether we could possibly link with the teachers who attended for further feedback.
 
10.     Financial Report
Copies of the GEP financial update to 28th March 2011 were distributed.
 
11. Travel Costs
SaG reported that she had received a request to discuss travel costs for private sector members of GEP.  She said she had made ​​enquiries with the Gwynedd Economic Partnership and that they pay 40p per mile to its members or to reimburse travelling costs such as bus costs, and provide a specific form to give the details. The partnership agreed to provide travelling costs in the same manner.   It was noted that provision should be added to the GEP budget.
 
12. Any other business
SaG said that a new project has been launched under the RDP for the promotion of local products and that renewable energy is part of the plan.  A grant will be available of up to £20,000 for 6 community groups. An invitation has been received for a member of PAG to be part of the grants panel.  It was agreed to contact the project coordinator to ask for more details about the work and the time it would entail.
 
 
 
	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	13.     Date of next meeting
Tuesday, 24th May 2011 at 10.00 in the National Park Offices, Penrhyndeudraeth
 
	 
 
 


 
  
